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DEIS GENERAL GUIDELINES 
 
A. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (“DEIS”) shall address all items and 

conform to the format outlined in this Scoping Document including the potentially 
significant adverse impacts of the project identified by the Planning Board in the 
Positive Declaration, adopted on September 20, 2023. The DEIS may also contain 
studies completed by the applicant, in addition to those detailed herein. Unless 
otherwise directed by this Scoping Document, the specifications for environmental 
impact statements found in 6 NYCRR 617.9(b) apply to the content of the DEIS and 
are incorporated herein by reference.  

B. The document should be written in the third person.  The terms “we," “us,” and "our" 
should not be used.  The Applicant's conclusions and opinions should be identified 
as those of the “Project Sponsor,” "Applicant" or "the Developer." 

C. Narrative discussions should be accompanied by appropriate charts, graphs, maps 
and diagrams whenever possible.  If a particular subject matter can most effectively 
be described in graphic format, the narrative discussion should merely summarize 
and highlight the information presented graphically.   

D. The entire document should be checked carefully to ensure consistency with 
respect to the information presented in the various sections. 

E. Environmental impacts should be described in terms that the layperson can readily 
understand and will be written in plain language that can be easily read and 
understood by the public. 

F. All discussions of mitigation measures should consider at least those measures 
mentioned in the Scoping Document.  Where reasonable and necessary, mitigation 
measures should be incorporated into the Proposed Action if they are not already 
included. 

G. The DEIS may incorporate in the text or as appendices all or portions of other 
documents including other EISs that contain information relevant to the Project Site. 

H. Highly technical material will be summarized and, if it must be included in its 
entirety, referenced in the DEIS and included as an Appendix. 

I. The DEIS will discuss, where appropriate, all related short-term and long-term 
impacts, cumulative impacts and associated environmental impacts. 

J. Full-scale Site Plans are to be submitted with the DEIS as a separate appendix.  All 
plans and maps showing the Site will include adjacent homes, other neighboring 
uses and structures, roads, and water bodies within 100 feet of the property 
boundaries, a legend and north arrow. 

K. The entire document will be provided in both paper and electronic (PDF only) 
formats. In paper form for the Planning Board’s completeness review and for later 
public and agency review. In electronic form for posting on the Town’s website, 
once it has been deemed “complete” by the Planning Board.  
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L. Where relevant to the discussion of off-site impacts (such as traffic and community 
services), potential cumulative impacts with other projects proposed in the Town of 
Warwick and Village of Warwick will be analyzed and discussed.  

 
The DEIS is intended to convey general and technical information regarding the 
potential environmental impacts of the Proposed Project to the Town of Warwick 
Planning Board (as Lead Agency), as well as several other agencies involved in the 
review of the Proposed Project. The DEIS is also intended to convey the same 
information to the interested public. The Preparer of the DEIS is encouraged to keep 
this audience in mind as it prepares the document. Enough detail should be provided 
in each subject area to ensure that most readers of the document will understand, and 
be able to make decisions based upon, the information provided.  

 
As the DEIS will become, upon acceptance by the Lead Agency, a document that may, 
if appropriate, support objective findings on approvals requested under the application, 
the Preparer is requested to avoid subjective statements regarding potential impacts. 
The DEIS should contain objective statements and conclusions of facts based upon 
technical analyses. Subjective evaluations of impacts where evidence is inconclusive 
or subject to opinion should be prefaced by statements indicating that “It is the 
Applicant’s opinion that...”. The Town of Warwick Planning Board reserves the right, 
during review of the document, to require that subjective statements be removed from 
the document or otherwise modified to indicate that such subjective statements are not 
necessarily representative of the findings of the Lead Agency. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) process has recently been initiated for a 

proposed action: Capozza Solar Site Plan & Special Use Permit (SUP) aka the Four Corners Road Solar 

Project. The Four Corners Road Solar Project (hereafter referred to as the Project) is a 3.2-

megawatt (MW) community solar. The Project is considered a commercial large-scale solar 

energy system as defined by the Town of Warwick Town Code and is located on approximately 

39.5 acres of leased area on a +/-55.4-acre property (tax parcel 23-1-17) located to the 

southeast of the intersection of Four Corners Road and East Ridge Road, in the Town of 

Warwick, New York (the “Project Site”).  The Project consists of an array of 7,020 solar photo-

voltaic (PV) panels mounted on single-axis tracking support systems and associated 

infrastructure including an 1,856 linear foot internal gravel access road, fencing, and an 

underground electrical collection system within a 15.85-acre limit of disturbance. The 
maximum height of each of the panels at the maximum tilt angle of sixty (60) degrees is nine 
feet and eleven inches (9’ 11”).  The electrical collection system will aggregate the output from 

the PV panels and convert the electricity from direct current (DC) to alternating current (AC) 

via inverters.  The electrical collection system daylights aboveground near East Ridge Road 

where it will interconnect to an existing electrical distribution line owned by Orange & Rockland 

Utility (O&R).  The Project is approved for interconnection and the renewable electrical energy 

will be delivered to utility customers. 

The project is located at 200 Ridge Rd.  
Town of Warwick, Orange County New York in the Rural (RU) zoning district. The project is 
also located in the following overlay districts: Agricultural Protection Overlay (AP-O); Ridgeline 
Overlay (RL-O); and Biodiversity Conservation Overlay (BC-O). The site tax parcel number is 
Section 23, Block 1, Lot 17. 

PURPOSE OF THE DRAFT SCOPING DOCUMENT IN SEQRA 

The basic purpose of SEQRA is to incorporate the consideration of environmental factors into 

the existing planning, review and decision-making processes of State, regional, and local 

government agencies at the earliest possible time. To accomplish this goal, SEQRA requires a 

determination of whether a proposed action may have a significant impact on the environment, 

and if it is determined that the action may have a significant adverse impact, prepare or request 

an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). It was the intention of the State Legislature that the 

protection and enhancement of the environment, human and community resources should be 

given appropriate weight with social and economic considerations, and that those factors be 

considered together in reaching decisions on proposed actions.  It is not the intention of SEQRA 

that environmental factors be the sole consideration in decision-making.  

This draft scoping document represents an initial step in the review of potential environmental 

impacts under SEQRA for the proposed solar facility. The primary goals of scoping are to focus 

an EIS on potentially significant impacts and to eliminate consideration of those impacts that 
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are not relevant or non-significant with respect to the Project. The purpose of the draft scoping 

document was to provide an opportunity for involved agencies, interested agencies, and the 

public to review and comment on the identification of significant environmental conditions 

and resources that may be affected by the Project, and the extent and quality of information 

necessary to address those issues during the SEQRA process.  

Pursuant to New York State Environmental Conservation Law Article 8, SEQRA and Part 617 of 

Chapter 6 of the New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR), and the adoption of a 

positive declaration by the Town of Warwick Planning Board acting as the SEQRA Lead Agency 

on September 20, 2023, the Town of Warwick requires the preparation of a Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Project. In accordance with SEQRA, the DEIS will address 

specific adverse environmental impacts which can reasonably be anticipated consistent with 

parts 1, 2, and 3 of the Full Environmental Assessment Form.  This scoping document identifies 

the significant environmental conditions and resources that may be affected by the Project. 

After the applicant submitted a draft scoping document, the Planning Board distributed it to 

the Involved and Interested agencies. The draft scoping document was also made available to 

the public by placing it on the Town’s website. The Planning Board held a public scoping 

session to hear comments on the draft scoping document on October 18, 2023. Following the 

scoping session, the public was allowed to submit written comments to the Planning Board 

Secretary until October 30, 2023. The Planning Board and its consultants reviewed the 

comments made during the public scoping session and the submitted written comments. The  

scoping outline was revised to create a final draft scoping document. The Planning Board 

adopted the final scoping document on November 15, 2023.  

The DEIS will include all elements required by 6 NYCRR 617.9, including:  

DEIS COVER SHEET  

 

All draft and final EISs must be preceded by a cover sheet including the following 

information: 

 

- Identification as a Draft Environmental Impact Statement or a Final Environmental 

Impact Statement. 

- Name or descriptive title of action. 

- Location (County and Town) of the Project.  

- Street address. 

- Section Block and Lot Number of Parcel. 

- Name and address of the lead agency; and name and telephone number of the 

person to contact at the lead agency for information and SEQR status.  

- Name and address of Project Sponsor, name, address and telephone number of the 

person representing the applicant.  

- Name, address, phone number, and email address of the primary preparer(s) of the 

DEIS.  
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- Name, address, phone number, and email address of all consultants and other 

professionals who contributed to the DEIS preparation along with their project 

responsibilities. 

- Date of submittal of the Preliminary DEIS for the completeness review by the Planning 

Board and all DEIS revision dates as applicable. 

- Date of acceptance of the DEIS as complete by the Lead Agency (to be inserted at 

later date). 

- Date of Public Hearing and subsequent adjournments (to be inserted at later date). 

- The deadline date by which comments are due (to be inserted at later date). 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

 

The DEIS shall include a Table of Contents with listings of major sections and subsections, 

tables, figures, maps, charts, appendices & any items that may be submitted under a separate 

cover (and identified as such). 

 

In addition, the DEIS shall include the following sections: 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The executive summary will include a brief description of the Project and a listing of potential 

environmental impacts and proposed mitigation measures, including unavoidable adverse 

impacts analyzed in the body of the document.  A summary will also be provided of the 

approvals and permits required, and the alternatives to the Project that are evaluated within 

the DEIS. 

2.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 

As described in more detail in the following sections, this chapter of the DEIS will include a 

comprehensive description of the site and will provide a detailed discussion of the Project. The 

history of the Project’s review before the Planning Board, including the SEQR process should 

be included, as well as the history of the project establishing the purpose of the DEIS.  

This section of the DEIS will characterize the size, geographic boundaries, and physiographic 

characteristics of the Project Site. The Project Site is located southeast of the intersection of 

Four Corners Road and East Ridge Road. The land uses within the vicinity (1/2 mile) of the 

Project Site will also be discussed.   

2.1 Detailed Description of the Project 

The purpose, size, and layout of the proposed Project will be described in this section of the 

DEIS.  Maps, graphics, renderings, and/or plans will be provided showing the proposed Project, 

including the solar arrays, associated structures, complete site layout, all proposed utility poles, 

fencing, and site access.   
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The currently proposed solar array includes shorter panels and lower height at maximum tilt 

than originally proposed: 

- Panel lengths of seven feet and six inches (7’ 6”);  

- Panel height of 9’ 11” at maximum tilt of sixty (60) degrees; 

- Refer to plan set last revised 7/17/23, or later plans; and 

- Clarify whether the proposed action will involve battery storage. 

 

2.1.1 Introduction 

- History of the Proposed Actions applications to the Planning Board 

- History of the process of project review under the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review (SEQR) process (i.e., relevant dates establishing Lead Agency, the date 

of adoption of the Positive Declaration). All SEQR documents (including Full EAF, 

Positive Declaration/Circulation Notice, Final Scoping Document, technical letters 

from involved and interested agencies, letters from the public) proposed mitigation 

measures, and correspondence prior to the Planning Board’s Positive Declaration, will 

be resubmitted in the DEIS as an Appendix. Summaries of the materials or references 

to them will be included in the DEIS to provide a complete record of all environmental 

review concerns for their consideration. 

 

2.1.2 Site Location & Description 

- Establish geographic boundaries and conditions of the Site, tax map designation and 

abutting roads. 

- Site acreage, easements affecting the Site, and existing access. Provide a description 

of the parcel deed and any restrictions placed on the property in the deed. 

- Discuss land uses in the immediate area (1/2 mile) and relationship of Project to those 

uses. 

- Discuss the jurisdiction for site wetlands (Corps of Engineers, or DEC, or both) and 

any regulated streams on the site. 

- Site description will include existing zoning districts and the proposed use as listed 

in the Town of Warwick Zoning Law’s Table of Use Requirements, and any need for 

variances or waivers, site character, vegetation conditions, wetlands, wildlife and 

habitat. Include a table that illustrates the project’s conformity with the Zoning Law’s 

Table of Bulk Requirements. Provide a narrative discussion of the project’s conformity 

with the definition of “Solar Energy System, Commercial Large Scale”  found in 

Section 164-22 of the Zoning Law. 

- Describe the proposed access drives, turning radii, etc. 

 

2.1.3 Site Design & Layout 

- Site areas: 

o Total Area of Site disturbance; 
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o Proposed impervious surface area (solar panels, driveway, internal access 

roads, etc.); 

o Description of natural areas and areas of the site to remain undisturbed along 

with proposed protection mechanisms for remaining undisturbed in the 

future. If the proposed site development is the maximum allowable under the 

Zoning Law, then provide a statement to that effect; 

- Structures: 

o Description of proposed structures (solar panels and array); 

o Dimensions in feet and inches, sizes in square footage, scale, and massing in 

relation to the Zoning District and surrounding land uses (solar panels and 

array); 

o Locations of (solar panels and array); and 

o Description of location, dimensions, height, scale and massing of the 

proposed utility pole cluster, overhead lines and utility connections. 

- Construction: 

o Expected year of completion; 

o Describe construction process, periods and phasing, including site clearing, 

grading, infrastructure; 

o Environmentally protective measures such as stormwater pollution 

prevention and management, topsoil stockpiling, noise reduction, description 

of any rock removal work, and soil erosion and sediment control measures; 

o project schedule, safety plans, and locations and methods for material 

handling and storage; 

o Hours and days of the week when construction operations will occur; 

o How often the site is accessed, as well as who will be responsible to maintain 

the project site (i.e., maintenance of access road and stormwater 

management structures); 

o Construction access and staging, including routing of heavy machinery and 

trucks on Town roads and Village streets; and 

o Areas for material handling and storage.  

- Decommissioning: 

o Expected year of decommissioning; 

o Describe decommissioning process, stages and phasing, including removal of 

all panels, infrastructure and all improvements; and site regrading and 

reclamation; 

o Environmentally protective measures such as stormwater pollution 

prevention, noise reduction, and soil erosion and sediment control measures; 

o Hours and days of the week when decommissioning operations will occur; 

o Decommissioning access and staging, including routing of heavy machinery 

and trucks on Town roads and Village streets; and 

o Identify areas for on-site material handling and storage; and facilities for 

recycling and waste.  
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2.2 Project Purpose, Need and Benefits 

A statement describing the purpose and need for the Project will be provided, along with 

background and history of the Project. There should be a statement demonstrating the 

consistency of this project with the adopted policies and/or plans set forth in the Town’s 

Comprehensive Plan. This section will also include a brief overview of the environmental, social 

and/or economic benefits that are anticipated to result from the Project.  This will include an 

estimate of employment opportunities (both temporary construction jobs and permanent staff 

jobs) that are anticipated to result from the Project. 

2.3 Construction, Operation and Maintenance of the Project 

This section of the DEIS will describe construction of the proposed Project, including 

construction schedule/duration, construction staging and parking, anticipated construction 

employment, construction sequencing, and routing of construction traffic along local roads.  

The construction schedule and stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) will be 

compliant with the State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) General Permit for 

Construction Activities (GP) 0-20-001. 

2.3.1 Ownership and management of the Project. 

2.3.2 Maintenance of on-site improvements including the entity who will maintain such 

improvements. 

2.4 Reviews, Approvals, and Permits Required and Other Compliance Determinations 

Governmental agencies at the local, county, regional, state and federal levels that have 

approval over the Project will be listed in this section, with an explanation of the nature of their 

jurisdiction and the specific approvals required from each listed entity. Although not having an 

approval authority, Interested Agencies shall also be listed in this section. 

2.4.1 Permits and Approvals Required and Involved Agencies 

- Local; 
- County; 
- State; and 
- Federal. 

2.4.2 Interested Agencies 
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3.0  EXISTING CONDITIONS, POTENTIAL IMPACTS, AND MITIGATION MEASURES  

With respect to each issue (or set of issues) described below in the various resource sections, 

the corresponding section of the DEIS will identify in sequence: the existing environmental 

conditions; the potential impacts of the proposed Project; and anticipated measures to avoid, 

minimize, and/or mitigate those impacts, as appropriate.  The extent of off-site areas studied 

for the existing conditions shall be defined for each issue.  Sufficient detail will be provided so 
that readers are able to gain an understanding of current conditions and the context of which 
potential impacts will be assessed.  

The impacts and mitigation measures presented in these sections will include those related to 

the proposed solar facility operation as well as its construction. The methodology and 

standards used to quantify projected impacts are to be described. 

The text of these sections will be supplemented with maps, graphics, agency correspondence 

and agency data/analyses, Geographic Information System (GIS) data and completed support 

studies as necessary to convey the required information. The sections listed below have been 

identified to correspond to the potential impacts identified in the Town of Warwick SEQRA 

Positive Declaration Resolution. 

3.1 Agricultural Resources and Soils   

Existing Conditions: 

1.  This section will evaluate and describe soil types on the Project Site as classified by the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture and the New York State Department of Agriculture and 

Markets. Discuss whether the Project is located within an agricultural district and what 

portions are considered agricultural.  Describe if any agricultural soil groups are located 

on this property, including when this property was last used for agricultural purposes.  

Discuss agricultural uses in the vicinity of the property, including if any existing farms 

have been protected by the Town of Warwick’s Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) 

programs.  

2. Descriptions of existing conditions will be based upon published data (e.g., the Soil 

Survey of Orange County, electronic data from the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, topographic mapping from the U.S. Geological Service, New York State 

Department of Agriculture and Markets), and data from the Applicant’s on-site 

geotechnical study. 

Potential Impacts: 

1. Potential impacts to agricultural resources and soil resources could result from 

construction of the facility. Discuss how the site’s soils classified within soil group 1 

through 4 of the New York State land classification system may be impacted and how 

much of the agricultural soils will be permanently transformed by this Project, include 
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how the loss of agriculturally productive soils could affect the agricultural district. 
Construction and use of the site may impact the quality of the soils.  

2. Potential impacts to agricultural resources and soil resources could result from the 
excavation or compaction of the soil profile of active agricultural land. Discuss the 

decrease in contiguous farmland acreage, which could adversely impact the critical 

mass needed to support local farm services.  

3. Potential impacts to agricultural resources and soil resources could result from the use 
of or leakage of any chemicals associated with the proposed use of the site. 
Specifically, toxic chemicals may come from the panels due to rainfall.  

4. Potential impacts to agricultural resources and soil resources could result from the use 
of pesticides, herbicides or other chemicals associated with the proposed use and 
maintenance of the site. Specifically, pesticides, herbicides or other chemicals 
associated with the proposed use and maintenance of the site may result in the 
degradation of the site’s agricultural and soil resources.  

5. Potential impacts to agricultural resources and soil resources could result from 

construction and use of the facility, which may be considered a loss of agricultural and 

soil resources in the community (Town of Warwick), Orange County and the 

surrounding region. 

6. Potential impacts to agricultural resources and soil resources could result from the 

decommissioning process, specifically, there may be impacts on the quality of the soils 

from the use of pesticides, herbicides or other chemicals associated with the 

decommissioning process.  

7. Potential impacts to agricultural resources and soil resources could result from the 

decommissioning process, specifically, the incomplete removal of all structures, parts, 

particles, improvements and materials; and possible leakage of chemicals during 

removal of improvements and materials may result in contamination of or destruction 

of the quality or structure of the site’s soils. 

Mitigation Measures: 

1. This section will also describe any mitigation measures that will be used to avoid, 

minimize, or mitigate impacts to soils, including an approved erosion and sediment 

control plan during the construction and use of the facility. 

2. Discuss the use of integrated pest management systems and livestock grazing as 

mitigation measures for pesticide or herbicide use or mowing. 



 

  12  

3. This section will also describe any mitigation measures that will be used to avoid, 

minimize, or mitigate impacts to soils, including an approved erosion and sediment 

control plan during the decommissioning of the facility.      

3.2 Surface Water Resources 

This section of the DEIS will describe surface water resources and stormwater at the Project 

Site.  Existing conditions, potential impacts and mitigation measures will be evaluated for each 

resource.  

Existing Conditions:  

1. The section will describe surface waters (e.g., wetlands, streams) on and adjacent to the 

Project Site, including their respective state and federal classifications. Include the 

agency who has jurisdiction over the water bodies.  Any applicable buffer areas should 

be described and shown on the drawings.  

2. The existing drainage areas should be described and shown on the drawings.  

3. Describe existing stormwater runoff conditions. 

4. Describe any existing water rights indicating: any areas on the site where such water 

rights may be located; the purpose of any water rights; and the existing use thereof. 

Potential Impacts: 

1. Potential impacts to surface waterways and bodies could result from land disturbance 
and construction within or adjoining a freshwater wetland or in the bed or banks of any 
other water body. 

2. Potential impacts to surface water resources could result from turbidity in a water body 
as a result of land disturbance and construction, created either from upland erosion, 
runoff or by disturbing bottom sediments.  

3. Potential impacts to surface waters could result from land disturbance and construction 
that may cause soil erosion, or otherwise create a source of stormwater discharge that 
may lead to siltation or other degradation of receiving water bodies. 

4. Potential impacts to surface waters could result from land disturbance and construction, 
which may affect the water quality of any water bodies within or downstream of the site 
of the proposed action. 

5. Potential impacts to water could result from land disturbance and construction that may 
affect a water rights concern was brought to the attention of the Planning Board that 
may be related to deed issues. 
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6. Potential impacts to surface waterways and bodies could result from the use of or 
leakage of any chemicals associated with the proposed use of the site. Specifically, 
toxic chemicals may come from the panels due to rainfall. 

7. Potential impacts to surface water resources could result if fertilizers, pesticides, 
herbicides or other chemicals are part of the proposed use and maintenance of the 
site. Specifically, the use of these and/or other chemicals on the site may result in the 
degradation of the site’s surface water resources. 

8. Potential impacts to surface water resources could have a secondary impact on 

groundwater resources.  

9. If relevant and applicable, the DEIS will identify the need for any permits or approvals 

required under Sections 401 and 404 of the Clean Water Act or Article 15 of the New 

York State Environmental Conservation Law.  Any Project-related impacts to surface 

water resources will be described, along with proposed measures to avoid, minimize 

and/or mitigate such impacts. 

10. Potential impacts to water could result from the decommissioning process, specifically, 

land disturbance related to decommissioning activities within or adjoining a freshwater 
wetland or in the bed or banks of any other water body. 

11. Potential impacts to surface water resources could result from the decommissioning 

process, specifically, the incomplete removal of all structures, parts, particles, 

improvements and materials; and possible leakage of chemicals during removal of 

improvements and materials may result in contamination of or sedimentation in the  

on- and off-site surface waterways and waterbodies. 

Mitigation Measures: 

This section will also describe any mitigation measures that will be used to avoid, minimize, or mitigate 

impacts to surface water resources and stormwater. Unavoidable adverse impacts should be 

identified. 

Stormwater 

The DEIS will describe anticipated construction related impacts to drainage, stormwater runoff, 

and consequent effects upon water quality in the vicinity of the construction site.  This section 

will be informed by the site-specific Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) prepared 

for the Project.  The SWPPP describes measures for controlling runoff and pollutants from the 

Project Site during and after construction activities. The SWPPP should specifically discuss how 

the panel surface area will affect runoff, surface water infiltration, and aquifer recharge.  Typical 

components of SWPPPs include measures that reduce or eliminate erosion and sedimentation, 

control volume and peak rate of stormwater runoff, and maintain stormwater controls during 

and after completion of construction. The SWPPP must specifically include all drainage features 

that are currently managing stormwater on the property.  Impacts from stormwater runoff, 
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including modifying any current drainage patterns, comparison of pre- and post-development 

peak discharges, net increase in stormwater runoff volume, change in vegetative cover, and 

potential degradation in stormwater quality must be discussed. The SWPPP will be included as 

an Appendix to the DEIS.   

 

3.3 Land 

Existing Conditions:  

1. The soil types found on the project site, as presented in the Orange County Soil Survey, 

should be shown in maps included in the DEIS.  The depth to bedrock and the seasonal 

high groundwater table should be identified.  The slope ranges found on the property 

should be identified (0-10%, 10-15%, 15%+).  If an Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) 

was completed and available for the project site, any areas of concern should be shown 

on a plan included in the DEIS. 

2. The section will describe the existing land on and adjacent to the Project Site. 

3. Describe the existing subsurface poles on the site, their purpose and plans for removal. 

Potential Impacts: 

1. Quantify the total area of disturbance and the disturbance by slope range. 
2. Discuss impacts that may occur of depth to bedrock and/or an elevated groundwater 

table. 
3. Potential impacts on land could result from land disturbance and construction that 

may affect land where depth to water table is less than three feet. 

4. Potential impacts on land could result from land disturbance and construction that 

may result in increased erosion, whether from physical disturbance or vegetation 
removal (including treatment by herbicides). 

5. Describe how existing vegetation will be maintained, as well as how noxious weeds will 
be managed.  It should be clarified if animal grazing is a potential for this project.  

6. A Farmland Restoration Plan and Performance Bond approved by Orange County Soil 
and Water and New York State Agriculture and Markets should be prepared and 
included in the DEIS 

7. Potential impacts on land could result from land disturbance, construction and 

placement of fencing that may affect wildlife habitats on the site. 

8. Potential impacts on land may have occurred or will occur due to the placement and 

removal of subsurface metal poles on the site. 
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Mitigation Measures: 

This section will also describe any mitigation measures that will be used to avoid, minimize, or 

mitigate impacts from land disturbance and construction. Unavoidable adverse impacts should 

be identified. 

1. Describe retention of vegetation as part of the proposed action and how retained 

vegetation may have mitigative effects such as screening; and 

2. Describe proposed landscaping plans. 

3. Describe the purpose of fencing proposed around the proposed solar facility, including 

the four to six inch (4”-6”) gap at the bottom of the fence. 

4. Describe plans and methods for removal of subsurface metal poles on the site and 

corresponding site reclamation.  

 

3.4 Aesthetic and Visual Resources 

Aesthetic and Visual Resources 

The DEIS will describe the existing visual character in the vicinity of the Project Site, evaluate 

visual impacts associated with construction and operation of the proposed solar facility, and 

recommend measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse impacts to aesthetic 

resources.     

Analysis will include identification of public recreational areas, visually sensitive sites and/or 

critical views within (approximately) 5 miles of the proposed facility, with emphasis on views 

from publicly accessible areas and recreational resources surrounding the Project Site.  The 

potential visual effect of the Project to the following will also be evaluated: Hudson River Valley 

National Heritage Area; Town of Warwick Agricultural Protection Overlay zoning district; Town 

of Warwick Ridgeline Overlay zoning district; Bellvale to Esopus Ridgeline; and adjacent public 

and private roads in the Town of Warwick.  Photographs will be taken to document existing 

conditions. The DEIS will include a “leaf-on” and “leaf-off” Photo-simulation and Line-of-Sight 

diagrams from public vantage points to analyze the visual change resulting from the completed 

Project and proposed landscaping mitigation.   

The DEIS will evaluate potential mitigation measures involving vegetative screening as per 

§164-46J (97) of the Town Code that specifies: “Solar panels shall be adequately screened from 

adjacent properties to minimize views, taking into consideration the need for southern exposure.” 

Additional Code provisions must be addressed as per Zoning §164-42 .G(4), (5), and (6) as per 

the excerpted text below: 
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(4) “All solar energy installations shall be designed to avoid glare and reflection onto adjacent 

properties and adjacent roadways and shall not interfere with traffic or create a safety hazard.” 

(5) “Landscaping of solar energy installations, capable of providing year-round screening if not 

already provided, shall be installed along all sides in such a way as to not obstruct solar access.” 

(6) “A visual analysis shall be provided using line-of-sight profiles, from public viewing locations 

as defined in § 164-47.1 F(3)(a) of the Zoning Law, to proposed solar energy installation 

locations.” 

3.4.1 Visibility from officially designated federal, state, or local scenic or aesthetic 
resources 

Existing Conditions:  

This section of the DEIS will describe the existing Project Site, land use patterns, scenic and 

aesthetic resources in the adjacent and surrounding community with narrative and graphic 

representation. It should be specifically stated if this project site is visible from any public parks 

or trails. This section will also be based on the visual assessment study prepared for the Project.  

Potential Impacts: 

1. The DEIS will describe how the proposed action is obviously different from, or is in 
sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and scenic 
or aesthetic resources. Specifically, the proposed action may be visible from officially 

designated federal, state, or local scenic or aesthetic resources. The methodology 

outlined in the NY State Program policy document entitled “Assessing and Mitigating 

Visual Impacts” (DEP-00-2) or most current version is to be used to assess impacts.   

Photo simulations of the proposed site and structures shall be prepared.  An assessment 

of night-time visibility using the proposed lighting plan and described in a glare analysis 

plan should be prepared. The site may be visible from: 

a. Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area; 
b. Agricultural Protection Overlay (AP-O) zoning district (the project is located within 

and visible from this district); 
c. Ridgeline Overlay (RL-O 1) zoning district (the project is located within and visible 

from this district); 
d. Bellvale to Esopus Ridgeline (a regional ridgeline running adjacent to the 

Appalachian National Scenic trail in the Town of Warwick, through numerous high 
points in Warwick, near the site of the Proposed Action, crossing Ridge Road, and 
beyond Warwick, continuing north in Orange County into Ulster County to the 
Town of Esopus [Orange County GIS mapping]); 

e. Ridge Road (public road); 
f. Ridge Road (public road, as a visual gateway from Chester into Warwick); 
g. Sky View Road (public road); 
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h. West Meadow Way (public road); 
i. Kay’s Way (private road); 
j. Neil Drive (private road); and 
k. Properties adjacent to the site of the proposed action. 

2. The Ridgeline Overlay District criteria shall be specifically discussed as it relates to this 

proposed project. 

Mitigation Measures: 

3. Mitigation measures will be identified, as needed. Unavoidable adverse impacts should 

be identified.  

a. Consider and discuss a reduced solar array, specifically with fewer rows of 

panels near the higher points on the site, to reduce visibility. 

b. Consider and discuss an increase in proposed landscape screening including 

taller vegetation and/or denser plantings to reduce visibility.  

 

3.4.2 Obstruction, elimination or significant screening of one or more officially designated 
scenic views 

Existing Conditions:  

This section of the DEIS will describe the existing Project Site, land use patterns, scenic and 

aesthetic resources in the adjacent and surrounding community. This section will also be based 

on the visual assessment study prepared for the Project.  

Potential Impacts: 

1. The DEIS will describe how the proposed action is obviously different from, or is in 
sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and 
scenic or aesthetic resources. Specifically, the proposed action may result in the 
obstruction, elimination or significant screening of one or more officially designated 
scenic views. The site may be visible from: 

a. Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area; 
b. Agricultural Protection Overlay (AP-O) zoning district (the project is located within 

and visible from this district); 
c. Ridgeline Overlay (RL-O 1) zoning                                                                                                                       

district (the project is located within and visible from this district); and 
d. Bellvale to Esopus Ridgeline (see description above). 

Mitigation Measures: 

2. Mitigation measures will be identified, as needed. Unavoidable adverse impacts should 

be identified. 
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a. Consider and discuss a reduced solar array, specifically with fewer rows of panels 

near the higher points on the site, to reduce visibility. 

b. Consider and discuss and increase in proposed landscape screening including 

taller vegetation and/or denser plantings to reduce visibility.  

 

3.4.3 Visibility from publicly accessible vantage points. 

Existing Conditions:  

This section of the DEIS will describe the existing Project Site, land use patterns, scenic and 

aesthetic resources in the adjacent and surrounding community. This section will also be based 

on the visual assessment study prepared for the Project.  

Potential Impacts: 

1. The DEIS will describe how the proposed action is obviously different from, or is in 
sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and scenic 
or aesthetic resources. Specifically, the proposed action may be visible from publicly 
accessible vantage points. The site may be visible: 

a. Seasonally for example screened by summer foliage but visible during other 
seasons; and 

b. year round. 

Mitigation Measures: 

2. Mitigation measures will be identified, as needed.  Unavoidable adverse impacts should 

be identified. 

a. Consider and discuss a reduced solar array, specifically with fewer rows of 

panels near the higher points on the site, to reduce visibility. 

b. Consider and discuss and increase in proposed landscape screening including 

taller vegetation and/or denser plantings to reduce visibility.  

 

3.4.4 Visibility during certain situations or activities 

Existing Conditions:  

This section of the DEIS will describe the existing Project Site, land use patterns, scenic and 

aesthetic resources in the adjacent and surrounding community. This section will also be based 

on the visual assessment study prepared for the Project.  
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Potential Impacts: 

1. The DEIS will describe how the proposed action is obviously different from, or is in 
sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and scenic 
or aesthetic resources. Specifically,  the situation or activity in which viewers are 
engaged while viewing the proposed action may be: 

a. Routine travel by residents, including travel to and from work; 
b. Recreational or tourism based activities; or 
c. Views from adjacent residences or residential properties; and 
d. All of the above would have views of the site’s hillsides and rolling hills.  

2. The DEIS will describe “glare” and “reflection” effects of the proposed action in regard 
to provisions of the Town of Warwick Code, Chapter 164, section 164-48 Performance 
standards, subsection C. (8) regarding glare; and  section 164-47.1 Ridgeline Overlay 
District, subsection F.(3)(b) and (c)(i) regarding visibility.    

Mitigation Measures: 

3. Mitigation measures will be identified, as needed. Unavoidable adverse impacts should 

be identified. 

a. Consider and discuss a reduced solar array, specifically with fewer rows of 

panels near the higher points on the site, to reduce visibility. 

b. Consider and discuss and increase in proposed landscape screening including 

taller vegetation and/or denser plantings to reduce visibility.  

 

3.4.5 Diminishment of visibility to the public 

Existing Conditions:  

This section of the DEIS will describe the existing Project Site, land use patterns, scenic and 

aesthetic resources in the adjacent and surrounding community. This section will also be based 

on the visual assessment study prepared for the Project.  

Potential Impacts: 

1. The DEIS will describe how the proposed action is obviously different from, or is in 
sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and scenic 
or aesthetic resources. Specifically, the proposed action may cause a diminishment of 
the public enjoyment and appreciation of the designated aesthetic resources. The site 
may be visible from: 

a. Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area; 
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b. Agricultural Protection Overlay (AP-O) zoning district (the project is located within 
and visible from this district); 

c. Ridgeline Overlay (RL-O 1) zoning district (the project is located within and visible 
from this district); 

d. Bellvale to Esopus Ridgeline (see description above); 
e. Ridge Road (public road); 
f. Sky View Road (public road); and 
g. West Meadow Way (public road). 

Mitigation Measures: 

2. Mitigation measures will be identified, as needed. Unavoidable adverse impacts should 

be identified. 

a. Consider and discuss a reduced solar array, specifically with fewer rows of 

panels near the higher points on the site, to reduce visibility. 

b. Consider and discuss and increase in proposed landscape screening including 

taller vegetation and/or denser plantings to reduce visibility.  

 

3.5 Community Plans and Community Character 

3.5.1 Community Plans 

Existing Conditions:  

This section of the DEIS will describe the existing Project Site and adjacent community based 

on objectives in the Comprehensive Plan Update for the Town of Warwick adopted in 2016 

that pertain to the Project Site and vicinity. This section will also be based on the visual 

assessment study prepared for the Project.  

Potential Impacts: 

The DEIS will identify how the proposed Project may affect the character of the community. 

1. Potential impacts include inconsistency  with community plans, including adopted land 
use plans, specifically the proposed land use components are different from or in sharp 
contrast to current surrounding land use patterns. The site may be visible from: 

a. Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area (designated by the US Congress); 
b. Agricultural Protection Overlay (AP-O) zoning district (zoning provisions adopted by 

the Town Warwick based on the 2016 Comprehensive Plan); and 
c. Ridgeline Overlay (RL-O 1) zoning district (zoning provisions adopted by the Town 

Warwick based on the 2016 Comprehensive Plan). 
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Mitigation Measures: 

2. Mitigation measures will be identified, as needed. Unavoidable adverse impacts should 

be identified.  

3.5.2 Community Character 

Existing Conditions:  

This section of the DEIS will identify and describe the existing character and distinguishing 

elements of the Project Site and adjacent community that may be affected by this Project. This 

should be based on the visual assessment study prepared for the Project and previously 

prepared and adopted planning documents that include the Project Site vicinity.   

Potential Impacts: 

The DEIS will identify how the proposed Project may affect the character of the community.   

1. Potential impacts include inconsistency  with community character, or inconsistency 
with the existing community character, specifically, the proposed action may interfere 
with the use or enjoyment of officially recognized or designated public resources. 
Describe how the site may be visible from: 

a. Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area; 
b. Agricultural Protection Overlay (AP-O) zoning district (the project is located within 

and visible from this district); 
c. Ridgeline Overlay (RL-O 1) zoning district (the project is located within and visible 

from this district); 
d. Bellvale to Esopus Ridgeline (see description above); 
e. Ridge Road (public road); 
f. Sky View Road (public road); and 
g. West Meadow Way (public road). 

2. Potential impacts include inconsistency  with community character, or inconsistency 
with the existing community character, specifically, the effect of the visibility of the 
proposed action on an area considered to be an entrance to Warwick or a gateway to 
the community. 

3. Potential impacts include inconsistency  with community character, or inconsistency 
with the existing community character, specifically, the temporary effect of traffic 
during construction.   

4. Describe the potential effects of the visibility of the proposed action on property values 
of nearby properties.  
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Mitigation Measures: 

5. Mitigation measures will be identified, as needed. Unavoidable adverse impacts should 

be identified. 

 

ADDITIONAL EXISTING CONDITIONS, POTENTIAL IMPACTS, AND MITIGATION 

MEASURES 

 

The sections below are included in this DEIS as areas with potentially small to moderate impacts 

that may result from the Proposed Action. Although these areas of potential impact were not 

set forth in the adopted determination of significance for the Project, the impacts described in 

these sections should be described and addressed as part of the overall SEQR review process. 

 

3.6 Groundwater Resources 

Existing: Provide location and description of any existing wells on the property.  Identify 

whether the property is over a designated aquifer.  Discuss whether the Site is located 

within the Town’s Aquifer Protection Overlay District (AQ-O). 

Potential Impacts: Discuss the source of contaminants (e.g., pesticides, herbicides, deicing 

agents) from the site and adjacent properties and their potential impacts to the proposed 

well and identified resources. 

Mitigation Measures: Mitigation will be proposed for identified adverse environmental 

impacts, as necessary.  Unavoidable impacts will be identified. 

3.7 Plants and Animals 

Existing:  Vegetative/ecological communities within the limits of the site will be identified 

and described in accordance with the Town of Warwick Habitat Assessment process found 

in Section 164-47.9 of the Zoning Law.  The New York State Natural Heritage Program, 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, and the US Fish & Wildlife 

Service will be contacted to determine the recorded presence of threatened, endangered, 

or unique and rare plant and animal species on the site.  On-site investigations will be 

made by a qualified biologist to identify resident and transient species on the site.  Discuss 

whether the site is located within the Town’s Biodiversity Conservation Overlay District 

(BC-O). Discuss the Southern Wallkill Biodiversity Plan’s recommendations for the 

Wawayanda Creek, including its recommendations for avoiding or reducing impacts to 

plants and animals. 

Potential Impacts: Describe the potential impacts to plant and animal communities and 

their habitats on, or in the vicinity of the Site, due to construction or operation of the 

Proposed Action, using the above studies of existing conditions as a baseline from which 
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to assess impacts.  The Town of Warwick Biodiversity Overlay should be specifically 

discussed.  

Mitigation Measures: Mitigation will be proposed for identified adverse environmental 

impacts as necessary.  Unavoidable adverse impacts will be identified 

3.8 Cultural, Historic, and Archaeological Resources 

Existing Conditions: Identification of sites having potential significant historical or 

archaeological value on or adjacent to the site. If any, describe eligibility of the site for 

inclusion in the State and National Registers of Historic Places. Include a summary of the 

Phase I/Phase II Archaeology Report in this section. Include the entire Phase I/Phase II 

Report in an Appendix, unless restricted for public distribution by New York State. 

Potential Impacts: If applicable, discuss results of the Phase I/Phase II Archaeology Report 

including all interactions (correspondence and other reports) with the State Office of Parks, 

Recreation and Historic Preservation (“OPRHP” or “SHPO”). 

Mitigation Measures: Mitigation will be proposed for identified adverse environmental 

impacts as necessary.  Unavoidable adverse impacts will be identified. 

3.9 Traffic and Transportation 

Existing Conditions: Describe the existing size, capacity, and physical condition of the 

roadways proposed for use by construction vehicles.  Describe the type of construction 

vehicles required to construct the project and the estimated trips per day per truck type. 

Potential Impacts: Describe the proposed access point and on-site traffic movement.  

Include the proposed access drive surface covering. 

Mitigation Measures: Mitigation will be proposed for identified adverse environmental 

impacts, as necessary.  Unavoidable adverse impacts will be identified. 

3.10 Land Use, Zoning, and Public Policy 

Existing Conditions: Discuss Town of Warwick Comprehensive Plan policies that apply to 

the proposed development on the site.  The proposed project requires a Town of Warwick 

Highway Permit for access from Ridge Road.  Discuss whether the Town of Warwick 

Community Preservation Project Plan applies to the proposed project site. Discuss the 

Town of Warwick Zoning Law requirements that apply to the proposed project site, 

including the Town Design Standards (Appendix A of the Zoning Law).  Discuss existing 

land uses and zoning designations on-site and on adjacent properties and in the 

surrounding area (i.e., within 1⁄2 mile).  Discuss the historic agricultural use of the site 

including farm structures, soil fertility and previous crop and/or animal production.  

Discuss permitted “as-of-right” uses allowed on the site, special permit uses allowed, and 

accessory uses allowed. 
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Potential Impacts: Discuss compatibility of the proposed project with the above identified 

plans, planning documents, and local laws.  Discuss the change in land use for the site as 

it relates to surrounding land uses, which are predominantly single-family homes, farms, 

open space, and protected open space.  Analyze and discuss the proposed project’s 

compliance with the Zoning Law, including the intent and purposes of the Zoning Law, the 

provisions of § 164-46 (Site Plan/Special Use Permit) including the base zoning and zoning 

overlay districts, and other relevant sections of the Zoning Law. Discuss consistency with 

the Town Design Standards. Discuss the need for and justification of waivers, based upon 

the procedures found in § 164-74.1 (waivers) for all areas where the proposed site plans 

do not meet the design standards, or other standards of the Zoning Law. 

Mitigation Measures: a. Mitigation will be proposed for identified adverse environmental 

impacts, as necessary.  Unavoidable adverse impacts will be identified. 

3.11 Socioeconomics 

Existing Conditions: Discuss existing demographics of the Town of Warwick relative to 

target market demands for the proposed Project.  Discuss the social and economic 

benefits to the community from the existing site use. 

Potential Impacts: Discuss any affect the project can be expected to have on existing 

demographics and tourism.  Estimate temporary employment associated with 

construction of the proposed action and income to the local economy from sales of 

construction material, construction labor, and construction spending/sales tax.  Describe 

the socioeconomic benefits and adverse effects on the community that can be expected 

to result from the proposed action. 

Mitigation Measures: Identify mitigation for any adverse impact that would result.  

Describe any measures that would be implemented to maximize socioeconomic benefits 

to the community. Identify any unavoidable adverse effects that cannot be mitigated. 

3.12 Open Space and Recreation 

Existing Conditions: Discuss existing recreation and open space facilities in the Town of 

Warwick.  Discuss the Town of Warwick’s June 2006 Park and Recreation Plan and any 

updates or amendments to such Plan.  Reference any results from the discussion of the 

Town’s adopted Community Preservation Project Plan recommendations for open space 

or recreation for the site here. 

Potential Impacts: Discuss on-site open space including the method used for permanent 

protection, if applicable. 

Mitigation Measures: Mitigation will be proposed for identified adverse environmental 

impacts, as necessary.  Unavoidable adverse impacts will be identified. 
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3.13 Community Facilities and Services 

Existing Conditions: This section will discuss existing police, fire, and emergency services 

in the Town of Warwick.  Information will be based on conversations with, and 

correspondence received from service providers and available online resources.  

Identify State, County, and local Police Departments that provide police coverage to the 

project site, with a description of the following information for each:  

• Station locations. 

• Staffing levels. 

• Average response time expected to the project site. 

• Any existing deficiencies in staffing or facilities, if available.  

• Any planned or proposed expansions or improvements to address the 

deficiencies.  

 

Identify Fire Departments and/or Emergency Medical Service (EMS) providers that service 

the project site based upon discussions and correspondence with the respective 

departments. This will include a description of the following information for each:  

• Station locations.  

• Staffing levels (with subtotals of paid staff and volunteers). 

• Average response time expected to the project site.  

• Inventory of equipment including the number and type of apparatus and the 

ability of the equipment to serve the proposed buildings.  

• Discussion of existing water supply for fire protection.  

 

Discuss existing tax revenues generated (PILOT) from the site and any existing municipal 

costs related to the site for all applicable jurisdictions – Town (including highway), County, 

School District, and any special districts. 

Potential Impacts: Discuss the potential impacts of the proposed project on existing police, 

fire, and emergency services in the Town of Warwick.  The adequacy of the existing 

services, facilities, staff and equipment to handle the increased demand generated by the 

proposed development will be evaluated.  The ability of the proposed road system and 

access points to accommodate emergency vehicles and equipment will be discussed.  

Analysis of fiscal impacts to the Town and on Town services including projected tax 

revenues and the cost of community services using a methodology in common use, such 

as that described in the most recent versions of Rutgers University's Center for Urban 

Affairs publications entitled The Fiscal Impact Handbook and The New Practitioner's Guide 

to Fiscal Impact Analysis.  The assumptions on which costs and revenues are based will be 

clearly presented. 

Mitigation Measures: Mitigation will be proposed for identified adverse environmental 

impacts as necessary.  Unavoidable adverse impacts will be identified. 
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3.14 Hazardous Materials 

Existing Conditions: Identify State-listed inactive hazardous waste sites, spills, and other 

soil conditions through a review of DEC information and any Phase 1 Environmental Site 

Assessment that is completed for the site. 

Potential Impacts: Identify any potential hazard materials used as part of the project.  Also, 

identify any hazardous materials used/storage temporarily at the project site during 

construction.   

Mitigation Measures: Mitigation will be proposed for identified adverse environmental 

impacts, as necessary.  Unavoidable adverse impacts will be identified. 

3.15 Public Health 

Existing Conditions: Describe any critical receptors located within 1500 feet of the site. 

Potential Impacts: Identify any unmitigated adverse impacts in other SEQRA sections in 

the DEIS (such as air quality, water quality, hazardous materials, noise). 

Mitigation Measures: If any unmitigated significant adverse impact is identified, conduct 

a public health assessment for the specific technical area by identifying potential 

environmental hazard exposure pathways, population affected, and potential exposure 

impacts.  Identify measures to mitigate the potential public health impacts, as warranted. 

3.16 Short Term Impacts – Construction 

Existing Conditions: Discuss historical land use on the site and any records of prior land 

disturbance activity. 

Potential Impacts: Discuss short term construction phase impacts anticipated as follows:  

• Phasing, if any,  

• Hours of construction operations 

• Noise, traffic, construction traffic access to the site 

• Removal of soil, rocks, and trees from the site 

• Remedial measures to be taken to prevent or correct damage to municipal 

roadways and infrastructure from construction traffic 

• Prevention of project mud and gravel from being tracked onto roadways 

• Estimates of the tons per load and truck trips necessary to accomplish 

construction activities 

• Itemize proposed construction traffic routes 

• Identify speed restrictions to be set in place 

• Identify the precautions, described in detail, to be taken during construction to 

avoid and protect wetlands, streams, and all other surface waters 
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• Identify the precautions to be taken (timing/seasonal, inspection schedules and 

physical method to be used) for any and all significant habitats or listed species 

identified 

• All details for sediment control 

• Staging areas 

• A dust control plan  

• Describe methods of recycling/reusing waste and natural materials on-site 

during construction 

• Describe the building process, and if any "green" building techniques employed 

• Describe how construction activity will be planned to minimize the carbon 

footprint of fossil fuel powered equipment 

 

Mitigation Measures: Mitigation will be proposed for identified adverse environmental 

impacts as necessary.  Unavoidable adverse impacts will be identified. 

 

4.0 UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE IMPACTS 

This section of the DEIS will identify impacts in section 3 of this DEIS that are likely to occur 

despite mitigation measures and will provide a summary of these unavoidable impacts in terms 

of loss of environmental resources. These unavoidable impacts will also be compared to 

Project-related benefits. This section will also identify general avoidance and mitigation 

measures (e.g., adherence to applicable regulatory requirements), and specific mitigation 

measures (e.g., development of a SWPPP). 

5.0 ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS 

The DEIS will include a description and evaluation of the range of reasonable site design 

alternatives to the Project. Alternatives to be considered will include at a minimum, the “no 

action” alternative, and one or more alternatives with varied site layouts and scale, and the use 

of differing solar array panels and racking systems.  

5.1 Alternative Design: Originally proposed solar array with longer panels and higher 
height at maximum tilt: 

- Panel lengths of fourteen feet and nine inches (14’ 9”);  

- Panel height of 17’ at maximum tilt of sixty (60) degrees; 

- Demonstrate the increased visibility with longer panels at higher tilt; 

- Refer to plan set last revised 3/24/23. 
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5.2 Alternative Design: Reduced Area Solar Array (eliminate higher elevation panels) 

- Eliminate southernmost aspect of solar by eliminating rows at the highest elevation 
on the site; 

- Refer to prior comments about Town of Warwick code section 164- 47.1, Ridgeline 
Overlay District, subsection E., and F., 1., about structure siting at lower elevations. 

- Demonstrate any corresponding reduction in the extent of visibility 

5.3 Alternative Design: Reduced Area Solar Array (eliminate half the panels) 

- Reduced array by eliminating one half (1/2) of the array; 

- Refer to prior comments about Town of Warwick code section 164- 47.1, Ridgeline 
Overlay District, subsection E., and F., 1., about structure siting at lower elevations. 

- Demonstrate any corresponding reduction in the extent of visibility 

5.4 Alternative Use: Conceptual Single-family subdivision development 

- Provide narrative about a number of residential units indicating not the objective of 
the applicant based on: 

o Conceptual cluster subdivision development, including number of potential 
residential lots with homes, and the potential total buildout; 

o Refer to prior comments about Town of Warwick code section 164- 47.1, 
Ridgeline Overlay District, subsection E., and F., 1., about structure siting at 
lower elevations; 

o Conceptually demonstrate any corresponding effect regarding the extent of 
visibility; 

o Refer to prior comments about Town of Warwick code section 164- 47.1, 
Ridgeline Overlay District, subsection E., and F., 1., about structure siting at 
lower elevations; 

o Conceptually demonstrate any corresponding increase or reduction in the 
extent of visibility; and 

o Conceptually compare extents of disturbance and coverage of single-family 
with solar development.  
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5.5 Alternative Use: Continued Agricultural use of the project site 

5.6 Alternative Location: Locate a Solar Array or Solar arrays on large warehouse buildings 
in the community 

5.7 No Action Alternative 

6.0 IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENT OF RESOURCES  

This section of the DEIS will identify those natural and man-made resources consumed, 

converted, or otherwise made unavailable for future use as a consequence of the proposed 

Project. 

7.0 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The DEIS will identify any other proposed actions that could potentially affect resources 

identified and discussed in the DEIS. Clearly state which resources might be affected by  

cumulative impacts, such as agricultural resources and soils, surface water resources, land, 

aesthetic and visual resources, and community plans and community character. Discussion 

should also include any proposed project in the vicinity of the proposed action. Unavoidable 

adverse impacts should be identified.    

8.0 GROWTH INDUCING ASPECTS  

This section of the DEIS will describe potential growth-inducing aspects the proposed facility 

may have with respect to additional development in the vicinity of the Project Site.  

9.0 EFFECTS ON THE USE AND CONSERVATION OF ENERGY RESOURCES  

This section of the DEIS will describe the effect of the proposed Project on the use and 

conservation of energy. 

10.0  REFERENCES 

This section of the DEIS will list any sources of information cited directly within the narrative 

text.  
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11. APPENDICES TO ACCOMPANY DEIS 

At a minimum, and as described in more detail in the previous sections, the following materials 

will be included to supplement the information presented within the narrative: 

▪ Application and SEQR documentation 

▪ Relevant maps and figures 

▪ Project plans (full size and reduced [11” X 17”] drawings), specifications, and/or 

construction information  

▪ Correspondence from local, county, regional, state and federal agencies; members of 

the public, and organizations or consultants contacted during the preparation of the 

DEIS  

▪ Visual Assessment, including all photographic simulation analyses 

▪ Glare Study 

▪ Geotechnical Report 

▪ Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), including MS4 compliance 

documentation   

▪ Provide a list of and copies of all previously submitted reports, associated reference 

materials, and other materials, including, but not limited to any habitat assessment, 

wetland delineation report, farmland restoration plan, and agency letters. Each report 

and reference shall be included in its entirety as an appendix to the DEIS. 

 

 

 


