
                                                    
 

     
November 6, 2014 

 
The Town Board of the Town of Warwick held a Public Hearing for the 2015 Preliminary 
Budget.  Said public hearing was held on Thursday, November 6, 2014 at the Town Hall, 
132 Kings Highway, Town of Warwick.  Supervisor Sweeton opened the public hearing at 
7:15 p.m. 
 
ATTENDANCE: Supervisor Michael Sweeton 
   Councilman Floyd DeAngelo  
   Councilman Russell Kowal   
   Councilman James Gerstner  
   Councilman Mickey Shuback  
 
   Stephen Brown, Auditor  
   Attorney for the Town, Jay Myrow  
    
LEGAL NOTICE: The Clerk read the legal notice, which was duly published in the 
Warwick Valley Dispatch on November 5, 2014.  (Copy of this legal notice is printed at the 
end of these minutes.) 
 
Supervisor Sweeton – The general budget is excluding all of the special districts and 
it’s about a total of 17.3 million.  The taxes amount to be raised is about 8.9 million  
and it is under the 2% tax cap for village residents who pay only a portion of the 
budget, they’ll see about a 1.9% increase so it will be about $6.60 total for the 
average assessed house in the village and for town residents which pay that portion 
plus the remainder of the town budget their increase is about 1.8% and that works 
out to about $16.00 or so for the average assessed house.  You will also see a slight 
reduction in PDR because we were able to accelerate some repayment of the 
PDR debt bond referendum that residents approved in 2000 I think it was, so we 
were able to reduce the cost of that borrowing a little bit.  Just to give you some 
highlights of what the budgets comprised of its general government services it’s 
about 35% of the budget for about 5.9 million.  The highway services are 24% of the 
budget for about 4.1 million and police services are 41% of the budget for about 7.1 
million.  In aggregate the personal service cost, employee cost, payroll with fringe 
benefits are about 75% of that total budget.  When you go down to the police level 

its 
more like 90% because policing is mostly personnel as opposed to some of the other 
departments.  The other category which is not highway and police comprises of 
things like election costs the towns are paying that.  Although there is a proposal 
before the county to phase that away from the towns and let the county take that 
back which we applaud the County Executive and the Legislators for supporting  
that.  Insurance costs, liability, insuring buildings are about $450,000.  Navigation 
costs, we pay the Village of Greenwood Lake to provide navigation service in the 
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portion of Greenwood Lake that’s in the town and that’s about $17,000.  Our 
control of dogs which we are obligated to provide by the State of New York we  
contract to about $100,000.  The SNAP, which is the Senior Nutrition Program, is 
about $23,000.  We provide $3,500 Veterans heating assistance to the various legions  
in town and our senior population we allocate about $36,000 for senior activities in 
the various clubs.  Our parks department total budget is about $175,000 for all of 
the parks that we maintain in the town.  We spend youth and recreation on a town 
wide basis about $68,000 and we contribute to each of our three villages to the tune 
of about $90,000.  We also pay about $26,000 almost $27,000 as our share of the five 
towns that border the Wallkill River annual maintenance that’s done on the 
Wallkill River that helps insure that flooding is kept to a minimal level as can be 
done.  We work in conjunction with the DEC because they are the ones who can tell 
us what work can be done out there.  In the highway department we’ve increased 
our budgeted amount for road work by about 20% because we are trying to catch 
up from the financial crisis years of 2008 to 2011 or 2012 so that should bode well 
and we also budgeted 10% more on our salt and sand line which is about $302,000 
hoping that we don’t need it all.  We went right up to our limit this year of $275,000.  
That is all I have and at this point I will open it up for public comment on the 
budget.   
 
 Paulette Wilk Rudy – Director, Pine Island Recreation – I have a question about 
the recreation budgets.  Have there been any adjustments for minimum wage 
increasing for 2014 and 2015?  
 
Supervisor Sweeton – At the moment the recreation budgets are flat.  Now we 
may be able to move within them a little bit and you and I can have that discussion.  
For the record, Paulette runs the Pine Island Recreation Program, which is actually 
the only program the town actually runs and it’s an extremely successful program 
in the Pine Island area but open to any town resident.  They always manage to come 
in under their budget very nicely.  We appreciate that effort and I know it is getting 
harder. 
 
Paulette Wilk Rudy – It’s very difficult. With this year we didn’t buy any outside; I 
recycled a lot.  We had a 75% increase and we are going to get another 75% 
increase.  I can’t do it another year.  I’m going to have to go over, but I do have a 
little bit of money left over in my budget this year but we are planning a trip where 
we hookup with the community center.  
 
Supervisor Sweeton – This budget will stay open for two weeks until November 20th. 
If you try to see me early next week we’ll sit down and see what we can do.  This 
budget that’s presented this evening can be cut further but can not be increased.   
 
 
Councilman Gerstner – Good job to everybody. 
 
Supervisor Sweeton - This hearing will be continued until November 20th and then 
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hopefully we will have resolution also on the Florida Ambulance District at that  
time.                                           
 
ADJOURN PUBLIC HEARING: Motion Councilman DeAngelo, seconded Councilman 
Gerstner that the public hearing be adjourned.  Motion Carried (5 ayes, 0 nays) 7:25 p.m. 
11-06-14 CP 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Marjorie Quackenbush, Town Clerk 
 


