
                                                           May 26, 2011 
 
The Town Board of the Town of Warwick held a Public Hearing on a Local Law to Amend 
Chapter 164 of the Code of the Town of Warwick “Zoning”.  Said public hearing was held 
on Thursday, May 26, 2011 at the Town Hall, 132 Kings Highway, Town of Warwick.  
Supervisor Sweeton called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 
ATTENDANCE: Supervisor Michael Sweeton 
   Councilman Floyd DeAngelo 
   Councilman Leonard DeBuck  
   Councilman James Gerstner  
   Councilman Mickey Shuback 
 
   Town Attorney, John Hicks 
 
LEGAL NOTICE: The Town Clerk read the legal notice, which was duly published in the 
Warwick Valley Dispatch on May 11, 2011.  (Copy of this legal notice is printed at the end 
of these minutes.) 
 
Supervisor Sweeton – These were changes that have surfaced.  We adopted changes 
to the zoning in February and then a little bit later we adopted the Route 94 
changes.  When that got printed up we noticed that there were some numbering 
issues on the revised clustering procedures so those are being corrected tonight.  The 
Building Department also brought to us a couple of issues that they wanted to see 
clarified.  These were situations that they run into regularly in a course of handling 
complaints or going out on inspections.  We have a section called Supplementary 
Regulations for all districts and one section there 164-43.2 starts off by saying 
outdoor storage, parking or use of camping or travel trailers, motor boats are 
hereby prohibited in all districts and then it goes on to list the series of exceptions to 
that prohibition, so in other words, it says you can have a boat it just has to respect 
the side of your yards.  You can have a camper trailer but you can’t have it in the 
front yard set back.  That issue is problematic in some areas of the Town specifically 
in the Greenwood Lake area of the Town where the lots are small and people have 
their boats and it’s hard for them because many don’t have a back yard.  The boat 
issue hasn’t been so much of a problem but the camper issue has been a problem 
there.  My question to the Board for public comment as well is should we leave the 
prohibition against the front yard placement of the campers, but add a sentence that 
says or at the discretion of the Building Department provided it can not be in the 
front yard prohibition.  Do you know what I’m saying?  In other words, give the 
Building Department some discretion to handle it.  
 
Councilman DeAngelo – I think that would be a fair way to handle it. 
 
Supervisor Sweeton – It hasn’t been an issue anywhere else except in some of these 
tighter lot areas in the Greenwood Lake area, so what the Building Department is 
faced with is when a complaint comes in that my neighbor has their camper in the 
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front yard technically the person with the camper has to move that camper out of 
the front yard if it’s their driveway. 
 
Councilman DeBuck – Are we assuming the front yard in Greenwood Lake is the 
yard closest to the road?  
 
Supervisor Sweeton – Yes.  There are just some lots that are just impossible for 
them to do it and there are many over there.  The question is, do you want to force 
people to move them or do you want to give the Building Department some 
discretion to handle it on a case by case basis I guess is the question?   
 
Councilman DeAngelo – It’s like people storing their boats.  
 
Supervisor Sweeton – Boats, the code is strict with boats and we recognize there’s 
no place to put them and it’s a boating community for a lot of folks, so we’re not 
looking to do anything with that.  
 
Councilman DeBuck – These are dormant campers that no one is using.   
 
Supervisor Sweeton – Right, you park it for the winter.  It just seems like we need to 
give the Building Department some discretion to deal with it. 
 
Councilman DeBuck – As long as they had a guide to go by. 
 
Councilman DeAngelo – Within reason.   
 
Councilman DeBuck – If someone has a small lot with a 45 footer there they should 
rent a place at a storage unit. If someone has a little popup that can hardly be seen 
amongst the bushes it should be allowed.  I wonder if there is a percentage of 
available lot space that’s there where they can say put it behind a privacy fence.  
 
Councilman DeAngelo – I think we should give them the discretion. 
 
Supervisor Sweeton – Ok, so leave it as written except we’ll add a sentence that says, 
unless a determination is made by the Building Department that there are 
extenuating circumstances.  
 
Councilman DeAngelo – Yes.  
 
Supervisor Sweeton – Mickey do you agree with that?  
 
Councilman Shuback – Yes.  
 
Councilman Gerstner – Yes. 
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Supervisor Sweeton – So then the next one that came about was these storage 
containers that are like a pod but there are 20 foot ones I guess and 40 foot ones.  
This has been an issue so what’s being proposed is to prohibit those for permanent 
storage with a couple of exceptions.  One exception would be on property owned by 
New York State registered not-for-profit entities provided screening is provided to 
the satisfaction of the Town Code Enforcement Officer.  This is where we’ve seen 
some of these things like at the Legion; those kinds of organizations.  As long as they 
screen them adequately where there not in the midst of a residential neighborhood it 
probably doesn’t matter, so that’s the change that is being proposed.  The other 
change is we had several instances, we have a lot of old farm buildings and barns 
that are currently not being used and we do have adaptive reuse ability for those.  
We’ve also had instances where teams, clubs, or sports have wanted to use these 
structures temporarily and we don’t have any provisions to allow them to do that.  
What’s being proposed to be included is a paragraph that says in the case where the 
sponsor is recognized by New York State as a not-for-profit entity or proposes only 
seasonal use not more then six months per year the sponsor my receive approval 
from the Building Department.  Prior to issuing approval the Building Department 
shall determine that the building is safe to occupy for the proposed use including 
but not necessarily limited to building and fire codes.  If the sponsor is a not-for-
profit entity and continues to use the building for three years the Building 
Department should make an inspection to insure the building continues to be safe 
for occupancy for that use as provided above.  We have a group of pole-vaulters 
from the high school that want to use or have initially used a barn at the Conference 
Center, so it will allow them to do that provided that the Building Department 
ensures that there’s safety exits and stuff available for fires.   
 
Councilman Gerstner – Right.  
 
Supervisor Sweeton – Does anybody have any issue with that?  
 
Councilman Gerstner – No.  
 
Supervisor Sweeton – So those are essentially the changes that were being proposed 
to Chapter 164 and we’ll take public comment if anyone has any questions on any of 
that.   
 
 There were no comments for or against this public hearing.   
 
CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING: Motion Councilman DeAngelo, seconded Councilman 
Gerstner that the public hearing be closed.  Motion Carried (5 ayes, 0 nays) 7:20 p.m. 
05-26-11 cp. 
 
      _____________________________________ 
      Marjorie Quackenbush, Town Clerk  
 


